
 

 
      
     
     
     

 
 
 

 
 

Administration 
Keene Simonds, Executive Officer 
2550 Fifth Avenue, Suite 725 
San Diego, California 92103 
T 619.321.3380 
E lafco@sdcounty.ca.gov 
www.sdlafco.org  

Chair Jim Desmond 
County of San Diego  
 

Joel Anderson 
County of San Diego  
 

Nora Vargas, Alt. 
County of San Diego   

 

San Diego County  
Local Agency Formation Commission 
Regional Service Planning | Subdivision of the State of California 

Jo MacKenzie 
Vista Irrigation  
 

Barry Willis  
Alpine Fire Protection  
 

David A. Drake, Alt. 
Rincon del Diablo  

 

Kristi Becker 
City of Solana Beach 
 

Dane White 
City of Escondido 
 

John McCann, Alt. 
City of Chula Vista 

Vice Chair Stephen Whitburn 
City of San Diego  
 
Marni von Wilpert, Alt.  
C 

Joel Anderson 
County of San Diego  
 

Jim Desmond 
County of San Diego 
 

Nora Vargas, Alt. 
County of San Diego   

 

Kristi Becker 
City of Solana Beach 
 

Dane White 
City of Escondido  
 

John McCann Alt.  
City of Chula Vista  
 

Chair Stephen Whitburn 
City of San Diego  
 

Marni von Wilpert, Alt.  
City of San Diego  
 

Vice Chair Barry Willis 
Alpine Fire Protection 
 

Jo Mackenzie 
Vista Irrigation 
 

   David Drake, Alt. 
   Rincon del Diablo 

 

Harry Mathis 
General Public  
 

Vacant, Alt. 
General Public  
 
 

5d 
AGENDA REPORT 

Consent | Action 
 
 
August 5, 2024 
 
TO: Commissioners  
 
FROM: Keene Simonds, Executive Officer  

Michaela Peters, Local Government Analyst II 
  
SUBJECT: Results of Protest Hearing | Conditionally Approved “Sky Ranch Change of 

Organization”  Detachment from Helix Water District and Conforming Sphere 
of Influence Amendment (LAFCO File No. CO23‐13) 

                           
 

SUMMARY 
 
The San Diego County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) will receive the results 
of the protest hearing held for the “Sky Ranch Change of Organization.”  This change of 
organization was conditionally approved by the Commission in May 2024 and involves the 
detachment of approximately 26.5 acres of inhabited incorporated territory within the City of 
Santee from the Helix Water District (WD).  The noticed protest hearing was held on July 1, 
2024.  No protest was filed at the close of the hearing.  The protest hearing results are being 
presented for the Commission to formally receive and file.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Proposal Summary  
 
San Diego LAFCO received a change of organization proposal initiated by resolution of the 
Padre Dam Municipal Water District (MWD) in February 2023 seeking Commission approval to 
detach approximately 26.5 acres of incorporated territory from the Helix WD.  The affected 
territory comprises one contiguous inhabited area involving all and/or portions of 38 legal 
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parcels currently developed with 27 single-family residences as part of the Sky Ranch 
Subdivision.1   The proposal’s purpose is to eliminate an existing boundary overlap between 
Padre Dam MWD and Helix WD and in doing so make explicit that Padre Dam MWD is the sole 
authorized provider of public wastewater services going forward. The Padre Dam MWD will 
continue providing both water and wastewater service to the affected territory following 
detachment.  A map of the affected territory is provided in Attachment One.  
 
Commission Action  
 
On May 6, 2024, San Diego LAFCO held a noticed public hearing to consider the change of 
organization proposal filed by the Padre Dam MWD. The Commission proceeded to 
conditionally approve the change of organization with a conforming sphere amendment and 
no modifications. The Commission also delegated protest proceedings to the Executive 
Officer as allowed under statute and local policy.  
 
DISCUSSION 

 
This item is for San Diego LAFCO to receive the results of the protest hearing delegated to the 
Executive Officer involving the Commission’s earlier approval of the subject change of 
organization proposal as required under the policy.  Protest for the proposal opened on 
Monday, June 10, 2024, and concluded at a hearing held on Monday, July 1, 2024 at the Padre 
Dam MWD offices. Notice of the hearing was provided in the manner allowed under statute 
and included publishing a 1/8th page advertisement in the San Diego Union-Tribune as well as 
voluntary mailed notices to all landowners and registered voters within the affected 
territory.  No written protest was received through the end of the hearing from affected 
landowners or registered voters.  A video recording of the protest hearing is available online 
at the LAFCO website: www.sdlafco.org.  
 
With the preceding results in mind, the Executive Officer has proceeded to execute a 
confirming resolution ordering the change of organization. The change of organization will 
become final once all terms have been satisfied. 

 
ANALYSIS  
 
San Diego LAFCO’s approved detachment of approximately 26.5 incorporated acres within 
the City of Santee from the Helix WD has cleared its last substantive threshold.  All remaining 
actions necessary to record and enact the change of organization are ministerial.2    
 
 
 
 
 

 
1  The subject parcels are divided between 21 whole legal parcels and 17 partial legal parcels. 
2   San Diego LAFCO policy directs the Executive Officer to proceed and issue an ordering resolution at the conclusion of the protest 

hearing process so long as the results do not require the proposal to be terminated or confirmed by an election.  The Executive Officer 
is also responsible for informing the Commission of the protest results resulting in an action being ordered at the next regular 
meeting.  [Policy on Conducting Protest Hearings Section 4(h)].    

http://www.sdlafco.org/
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended San Diego LAFCO formally receive the results of the protest hearing held 
on the subject change of organization as detailed above and consistent with Alternative One 
in the proceeding section.  
 
ALTERNATIVES FOR ACTION 
 
The following alternative actions are available to San Diego LAFCO and can be accomplished 
with a single motion: 
 

Alternative One (recommended):  
Receive and file the protest results for the “Sky Ranch Change of Organization” (CO23-13) 
as presented. 
 
Alternative Two:  
Continue the item to a future meeting and provide related direction to staff as needed. 

 
PROCEDURES 
 
This item has been placed on the San Diego LAFCO’s agenda as part of the consent calendar.  
A successful motion to approve the consent calendar will include taking affirmative action on 
the staff recommendation unless otherwise specified by the Commission.  
 
On behalf of the Executive Officer, 
 

 
Michaela Peters 
Analyst II 
 
 
Attachments:  
 
1) Map of the Affected Territory 
2) Copy of Advertisement in UT 
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The San Diego Union-Tribune 

5290929 

LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION (LAFCO) 
2550 FIFTH AVESTE 725 

SAN DIEGO, CA 92103 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

(2015.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

County of San Diego 

The Undersigned, declares under penalty of perjury under the 

laws of the State of California: That he/she is the resident of 

the County of San Diego. That he/she is and at all times 

herein mentioned was a citizen of the United States, over the 

age of twenty-one years, and that he/she is not a party to, nor 

interested in the above-entitled matter; that he/she is Chief 

Clerk for the publisher of 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

a newspaper of general circulation, printed and published 

daily in the City of San Diego, County of San Diego, and which 

newspaper is published for the dissemination of local news 

and intelligence of a general character, and which newspaper 

at all the times herein mentioned had and still has a bona 

fide subscription list of paying subscribers, and which 

newspaper has been established, printed and published at 

regular intervals in the said City of San Diego, County of San 

Diego, for a period exceeding one year next preceding the 

date of publication of the notice hereinafter referred to, and 

which newspaper is not devoted to nor published for the 

interests, entertainment or instruction of a particular class, 

profession, trade, calling, race, or denomination, or any 

number of same; that the notice of which the annexed is a 

printed copy, has been published in said newspaper in 

accordance with the instruction of the person(s) requesting 

publication, and not in any supplement thereof on the 

following dates, to wit: 

06/10/2024 

I certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed at San Diego, California, on this 10th day of 

June, 2024. 

r.LP13-09/02117 712464:1846 

Legal No. 0011672345 

San Diego County 

Local Agency Formation Commission 
Regiensl SH.-1ce Planrling I 51Jbdivis!o,1 of the S!af:e, of c.:alifomia 

NOTICE OF SCHEDULED PROTEST HEARING 

'"SKY RAN,CH CHANGE OF ORGAl'HZAT'ION" 
LA1FCO FILE NO. CO-13-l3 

Monday, .J,u ly 1, 201:4 at n: 00 A.M. 
Padre ,Dam Mun lcl pa I Water 011 :.trlc:;t 

Au9,ust A. Ga 1i tes ,cu�tomer .service.c� ,Ba-cu--drocim 
300 Fanita Parkway, Sante-e CA, non 

li'l:ie atiove•listed change of organizartfon wo5 initiated by resoJutlon of Hie 
Po1dre D(im Mvini<;ipc;il Water Oi!;;trict and involves the detachment of U-5 
acre-s. of inc-orporat,ed territory within 11h,e Ci' f:r' of Santee from the Helix 
Water District. The purpose of the proposal' 1-s to eliminate an existing 
overlap between Padre Dqm Municipal Woter Di�trid and Helix. Water 
District and 111 dofo,g so !:Jetter align the o-.ienci e-s' resPectiv� wcistew0 rter 
:s-e-rvioe (lre,c1s ¢onsiste,nt wifh their c1,1rr.enrr and planned infrastrucl'Ure. 

he Padre Dam MWD will' continue ;prov1dtng both waiter and 
wastewater service to the aitrected territory following detachment. The 
P!'CIP1)$(11 W(I$ COr'lditiOJ1(:illY {ll,ii>r'(Wed l)y 501"1 i)iegQ 1...AFCO Of (I notiO� 
public hearing on M<JV 6, 2024, A summal'Y descriplion Of the o:rea 
makl ng up tfle affected territory iol:lows. 

The anecter;l territorv ocirnpris.e:;; one ccintigi.rws oreoi contoi ning on 
andJor portio,n£. of 38 leQal parcels.. Within tne ,affected territory there a-re 
21 existing single•fo'milly residena:is andi rn,latod im,pr-ovements -
fncluding, the public righf,ohvf;W of segments of Cal a Lily Street. Triana 
street, oi\\:l Morttice! 10 Street CIS we,, os dedici;ited oi,er,i SPOce - as p1;1rt Of 
the Sky R,anch Subdivision. 

Additional details of the proposal - including a map of the affected 
territorv - is avoilQb!e Online at www.sdi1ofco .. or9 bv occessimi th� 
"MeelingcS" pageond: s.taff' reports far·th;e May 6, 2024 me-eting;. 

Cornmenci1n9 on Mon(j)ay, June l0, 202.4. San Di,e,g:o LAFCO wm accept 
written protests rned bY IQridowners {md/or register•e� voters with in tlhe 
oUe<;tM 1·erritory up (Ind ,unti I the dose of the pro,test 11oorini9 set fut 
Monday, July 1st, 2024 at the above listed time and p!lace. Written 
protes,f filed before the formal !hearing may be submitted by
rnciil/cou,rier, tocs1mile, or·emC1il so long as it i!J. receive,;! l;ty !...AFCO bY 
5 roil p_,m_ on Sunday, .June 38, .2024. • OtMrwlse, •OIi I proh�sts ml.lst ,l)e 
submitted in person at the noti<;e<l hearing. Each written protest -shall 
state whettle·r if is made by a q1.mlify'i_n9 lando¼llfler or regis ered vo,ter. It 
shi;lll o·lso ictefitifY the rPr<mertv ioootion or ossessor's pi;irc,el r11.1ma>etCs> 
{landowner) or rnsi�l}n;ce oddr�s and bl} sig1n.ed at\d dated_ Al.l 
si1gncrtur1?s must be dated ofter the publicatloo of the prot,�t hoori:ng 
ootice. 

P,r:otest Evaluati,on 
lAFCO sta.ff will v.rork with the County of San Diego Assessor arid 
Registrar of Voters fri evaluating protest rece'ived ,ori the charige Olf 
o·rganiwtion, The, tol lowirig threst:u::>lds aPPIY:

• Should less than 25% of {a) registered voters and/or (b} lando1Nners
holdin!J less than 25% Qf the a5sesse-d vqlue of land wi thin the affected
territory f i le wrine.r1 iorotests u,e- c�OP'IW of org<.mizotion willl be- ordered
withoul an, elect i on.

- Should 25% to 50% ot (a), re,gistered vot,ers and/or (b) lando•11'f!ecrs
hOldil\9 25% to 50% of ttie (ISSesse<t vol1.1e of 1ond rn tli.e offected territo,rv
tile wr i tl'en protes1's the change o,f onranizotion will be order-ed sub1ect -ro 
cm election. 
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