
 INFORMATION ITEM  
 

  LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

 EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 
 
 FOR MEETING OF:  JUNE 6, 2016 
 
 

Proposal 

Administrative Approval of a Contractual Service Agreement: City of La Mesa / Rufus and 
Phyllis Benbrook (Ref. No.: OAS16-08) 
 

Proponent 

Property Owner 
 

Description/Justification 

The property owner has requested approval to enter into a contractual service agreement 
that will allow the City of La Mesa to extend sewer service beyond its boundary and sphere 
of influence to an unincorporated parcel totaling approximately 0.43-acre located at 9321 
Carmichael Drive, La Mesa, CA 91941 (Assessor Parcel Number 495-320-22). The subject 
parcel is developed with one single-family residence, which is experiencing a failing septic 
system.  

The property owner is requesting an emergency connection to the City of La Mesa’s sewer 
system. Although the parcel is not within the City of La Mesa’s sphere of influence and is 
not contiguous to the City’s boundaries, Government Code Section 56133 allows LAFCO 
to authorize a city or district to extend services outside its jurisdictional boundaries and 
sphere of influence to respond to an existing or impending threat to the public health and 
safety of the residents of the affected territory. 

In a letter dated April 5, 2016, the County Department of Environmental Health confirmed 
that the property encountered significant damage to its leach lines as a result of recent 
construction activities on the adjacent parcel (495-320-40) and indicated support for 
connection to the City of La Mesa’s sewer system. The City of La Mesa has issued a letter 
of sewer service availability, and has the capacity to provide sewer service from an existing 
line approximately 10 feet from the parcel. The property owner will finance all connection 
costs.  

Alternately, a replacement septic system was permitted for the property; however, the 
County noted that the repair would be limited and the long term performance could not be 
guaranteed. Therefore, administrative approval for the contractual service agreement 
between the property owner and the City of La Mesa is recommended for the sewer 
service connection to avoid an impending threat to public health and safety.  

 

 

6 



In consideration of the health and safety issue, the Executive Officer administratively 
approved a contractual service agreement between the City of La Mesa and the subject 
property owner on May 11, 2016. 

General Plan/Zoning 

County of San Diego General Plan: Valle De Oro Community Plan: Semi-Rural Residential 
(SR-.05; 1 du/0.5 ac)  

County of San Diego zoning: Rural Residential (RR; 1 du/0.5 ac) 

Location 

North of Golondrina Drive; east of Highway 125; south of Fletcher Drive; and west of El 
Tejado Road. 
 

Executive Officer Recommendation 
 
No Commission action is recommended. This item has been placed on the agenda for 
informational purposes. 
 
MDO:JS:ra 
 

Attachments 

 Vicinity Map 
A) County Department of Environmental Health, April 5, 2016 letter 
B) City of La Mesa, April 27, 2016 letter 
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