Our Region’s Trusted Water Leader
San Diego County Water Authority

May 28, 2021

vemper acencies  VIA KMAIL
el wer e Mr. Adam Wilson, Moderator
-yerbeme San Diego County LAFCO
e (adwilson858@yahoo.com)

Re: Comments To Dr. Hanemann Water Reliability Report

Srersnese - Pear Mr. Wilson:

Per San Diego LAFCO’s guidelines, the Water Authority submitted its comments to Dr.
cesdewasnee  Hlanemann’s draft water supply analysis by the deadline on May 24. We saw no other
onehen - COMments by any other agency by the deadline. Given that we received no comments

from other parties, and the deadline was past, our General Manager e-mailed you and

| asked 1f any comments from the other agencies had been submitted. There was no
Municipal ‘r«; .‘::'j‘ri:*.'-' ¢ I eSpOﬂSe.

However, on May 27 we received a letter from Rainbow and Fallbrook which did not
woize Woe D cOmment on the Hanemann draft, but instead addressed our comments. It also made a
e reference to an apparent direct contact (we assume via Zoom or Teams, but it may have
~ been in person) which Fallbrook and Rainbow had with Dr. Hanemann where they
apparently submitted private oral comments to him with no transparency for the public or

ot v b the rest of the parties. We do not believe it appropriate for the parties to meet with Dr.
femefelmgen bt Hanemann with no notice to the other parties, and no ability for the public or the parties
eniememEEeE - to even know what was discussed. We believe such a process is inherently violative of

the need for LAFCO to have a fair and open process.

.vww  1he Water Authority hereby requests from LAFCO a complete summary of who Dr.
wme  Hanemann met with regarding his draft report, and exactly what was discussed. This
repaeeEe - would include any communications with MWD, Eastern, Rainbow, and Fallbrook. We

omern  oelieve fundamental fairness and transparency requires nothing less.
REPRESENTATIVE

couyofsmbege W @180 uSe this letter to respond very briefly to the post-deadline May 24 comments by
Rainbow and Fallbrook with just a few bullet points, as these areas have been covered in
detailed submittals already:

e For Rambow and Fallbrook to tell LAFCO and Dr. Hanemann that, “Another
factor to consider is that in the history of MWD shortage allocations, no member
agency has ever had a request for water go unfilled” is completely disingenuous,
as MWD has been so short of water that crushing water cutbacks were instituted
against San Diego County. MWD’s multiple cutbacks of our region’s water
supplies are extensively documented in our September 18 Response to LAFCO.
Indeed, this simple array of news headlines tells the true story:
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WATER: Authority to Vote Today on Mandatory Restrictions
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No More Water Shortages’

e Fallbrook and Rainbow assert that MWD’s water shortage allocation plan

somehow trumps preferential rights, and they say, “[T]The MWD Board would
have to adopt a new WSAP based on preferential rights.” Not so. Preferential
rights are a statutory right granted by the Legislature and cannot be voided by any

action of the MWD Board. We have covered these rights in our submittals so
there is no need to address them further.
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Fallbrook and Rainbow claim that, “SDCWA has yet to provide any facts to
dispute the Water Supply Reliability Analysis completed by EMWD, which
analysis demonstrates EMWD can meet 100% of our projected water needs.”
This ignores the key facts that: (a) we have submitted detailed evidence that even
Eastern has stated that its reliance on MWD may face shortages. Dr. Hanemann
should carefully review Eastern’s own projections, submitted as Exhibit 56 to the
Water Authority September 18 Response, to see their projected shortages in
drought periods; and (b) a stress test is designed not to measure whether
“projected water needs” can be met, but whether water needs iz a serious shortage
can be met. All evidence clearly shows that in such a shortage Fallbrook and
Rainbow are at serious risk if they move to Eastern and rely solely on MWD
water, as they will not have access to any of Eastern’s local supplies.

As to the Elsinore Fault, Fallbrook and Rainbow’s analysis has relied upon a
mystery MWD study cited in their applications as to how fast repairs could be
completed on MWD pipelines, and which the Water Authority asked LAFCO to
require them to produce, and which to this date has never been produced. Now,
the two agencies say that the Water Authority’s earthquake service is non-existent
because the ESP facilities that were in our current agency budget and being
designed were stopped because of their own detachment applications. They also
say that perhaps southern pipes may also fail. That of course is true, as the Water
Authority is not saying its infrastructure is immune from earthquake damage.
However, as soon as the ESP is complete both agencies can be fully served from
south gnd north. What Rainbow and Fallbrook propose is trading service access
from both directions to one direction only, a clear reduction in reliability.

We ask that this letter be shared with Dr. Hanemann, the Advisory Committee, and the
Commission. Thank you.

Sincerely,

e
_/

Mark J. Hattam
General Counsel

cc via e-mail:

Water Authority Board of Directors

Sandra L. Kerl, General Manager, Water Authority
Kristina Lawson, Counsel, Water Authority

Keene Simonds, CEO San Diego LAFCO

Jack Bebee, General Manager, Fallbrook PUD

Paula C. P. de Sousa, Counsel, Fallbrook PUD

Nick Kanetis, Deputy General Manager, Eastern MWD
Tom Kennedy, General Manager, Rainbow MWD
Alfred Smith, Counsel, Rainbow MWD



