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April 10, 2020  
 
 
Delivered By Electronic Mail 
Mr. Tom Kennedy, General Manager 
Rainbow Municipal Water District  
3707 Old Highway 395  
Fallbrook, California 92028 
tkennedy@rainbowmwd.com  
 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Reorganization to Detach the Rainbow Municipal Water District 

from the San Diego County Water Authority and Concurrent Annexation to 
the Eastern Municipal Water District (LAFCO File No. RO20-04)  

 
 
Mr. Kennedy: 
 
This letter serves as confirmation the San Diego County Local Agency Formation Commission 
(LAFCO) is in receipt of the above-referenced reorganization proposal and related 
application fee from the Rainbow Municipal Water District (MWD).  The proposal is now 
under administrative review and considered incomplete at this time pending – and among 
other items – soliciting the review and comment from all affected and subject agencies and 
incorporating the associated information into the staff analysis.  A more detailed status letter 
outlining specific steps in the administrative review and associated procedures will be 
provided to you under separate cover in the near future.    
 
This letter also serves as an opportunity to communicate San Diego LAFCO’s receipt of a 
formal request involving the reorganization proposal from the San Diego County Water 
Authority.   This request is detailed in the attached letter from the Water Authority and seeks 
the suspension and/or stay of all related actions involving the processing of the proposal 
given the COVID-19 epidemic.   I have reviewed the request with Commission Counsel and 
conclude LAFCO does not have discretion to suspend the processing of a proposal that has 
been filed with the prerequisite information required under statute and local policy.  
Additionally, while acknowledging the impacts of COVID-19, LAFCO remains fully operational 
to process the proposal with the understanding external resources – such as outside 
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consultants – may be impacted and this could extend the standard time to complete the 
administrative review and present the item to the Commission.  Rainbow MWD, nonetheless, 
retains discretion to voluntarily agree to suspend processing of the proposal and in doing so 
remedy the concerns articulated by the Water Authority.   This discretion remains available 
up and until LAFCO issues a Certificate of Filing.1     
 
With the preceding in mind, San Diego LAFCO respectfully seeks confirmation from Rainbow 
MWD with respect to its preferences as the applicant to either proceed with processing the 
reorganization proposal or suspend consistent with the Water Authority request.    
Confirmation would be appreciated no later than May 1, 2020 and ahead of a scheduled 
hearing to consider a separate request by the Water Authority to apply conducting authority 
proceedings under its own principal act should LAFCO ultimately approve the proposal at a 
future date.   LAFCO will proceed as planned with this hearing should Rainbow MWD confirm 
its preference to continue to process the proposal.   LAFCO will alternatively cancel the 
hearing should Rainbow MWD confirm its preference to suspend proposal processing.   
LAFCO will also consider a continuance of the hearing should Rainbow MWD prefer 
additional time to directly discuss the request with the Water Authority.    
 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at your earliest convenience by telephone 
at 858-614-7755 or e-mail at keene.simonds@sdcounty.ca.gov.     
 
Respectfully,  

 
Keene Simonds 
Executive Officer 
 
 
cc:  
Chair Dianne Jacob  
Adam Wilson, Policy Advisor, Chair Dianne Jacob  
Ben Mills, Policy Advisory, District 5 Supervisor Jim Desmond  
Holly Whatley, Commission Counsel  
Aleks Giragosian, Deputy Commission Counsel  
Robert Barry, Chief Policy Analyst  
Paula C. P. de Sousa, Counsel, Fallbrook PUD 
Mark J. Hattam, Counsel, San Diego County Water Authority  
Anna Brathwaite, Assistant Counsel San Diego County Water Authority 
Sandra Kerl, General Manager, San Diego County Water Authority 
Claire H. Collins, Outside Counsel, San Diego County Water Authority 
Kristina D. Lawson, Outside Counsel, San Diego County Water Authority 
Gary Thompson, Executive Officer, Riverside LAFCO  
Paul Jones, General Manager, Eastern MWD 
Nick Kanetis, Deputy General Manager, Eastern MWD 

 

 
1  The Certificate of Filing is issued by the LAFCO Executive Officer at the conclusion of the administrative review and certifies the proposal 

is complete and the Commission will proceed with a hearing on the item within 90 days.  
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