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DISTRICT BACKGROUND 

The Rainbow Municipal Water District (MWD) pro-

vides potable water and wastewater collection ser-

vices within portions of the unincorporated north 

county communities of Bonsall, Fallbrook, Pala, and 

Rainbow. The District was formed in 1953 to pro-

vide water and wastewater collection services within 

approximately 80 square miles of a predominately 

rural and agricultural area. 

The Rainbow MWD is a member of the 

San Diego County Water Authority 

(SDCWA) and imported water pur-

chased from the SDCWA is the Dis-

trict’s sole water source. The MWD 

annually purchases approximately 

20,000 acre feet of water to distribute to 

7,300 metered connections. 

The Rainbow MWD serves a relatively 

rural area; however, district wastewater 

collection services are provided in lim-

ited areas. Wastewater collected in the 

MWD is transported to the City of 

Oceanside’s San Luis Rey Water Pollu-

tion Control Facility (WPCF) for treat-

ment and disposal through the 

Oceanside outfall. The District con-

tracts for 1 million gallons per day 

(mgd) of capacity within the WPCF. 

The Rainbow MWD is governed by a 

five-member Board of Directors that is 

elected from geographic divisions of the 

District.  

LAFCO approved a sphere-of-influence for the 

Rainbow MWD in 1984 that was smaller than the 

district boundary. However, research completed in 

2012 revealed that the sphere was based on a map-

ping error, which included a parcel in the District 

that had been detached but remained in the tax rate 

area due to bonded debt. Thus, the sphere was des-

ignated as coterminous.  

In 2003, a Special Study Area designation was placed 

on approximately 162 acres located in the Interstate 

15 and Old Highway 395 corridor.   

In 2014, a sphere amendment added a total of 852+ 

acres consisting of: 327 acres, which constitutes the 

non-contiguous portion of the San Luis Rey MWD; 

the 429-acre Warner Property and a small segment 

of Pala Road located on its south side; and three non

-contiguous parcels totaling 96 acres that are be-

tween San Luis Rey  and Rainbow MWDs. The Spe-

cial Study Area was resolved when Rainbow MWD’s 

territory located east of I-15 was placed in Valley 

Center MWD’s sphere and Valley Center MWD 

territory located west of I-15 was added to Rainbow 

MWD’s sphere.  
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R A I N B O W  
M U NI C I PA L  WA T E R  D I S T R I C T  

DISTRICT CHARACTERISTICS 

Principal Act: Water Code § 71000 et seq. 

Services:  Water 
  Wastewater    

Population: 19,985 (2012 SANDAG) 

Service Area: 79.69 square miles 

Sphere of Influence: Larger than District 

Sphere Adopted:  December 3, 1984 

Special Study Area: Resolved April 7, 2014 

Sphere Amended: April 7, 2014 

Revenue Sources: Property tax; fees 

Governance:  Elected 5-member Board of Directors 

Board Meeting: 4th Tuesday: 1:00 p.m. 
 3707 Old Highway 395 
 Fallbrook, CA 92028 

Contact:  rainbowmwd.com 
  3707 Old Highway 395 
 Fallbrook, CA 92028 
 760/728-1178 

View Map: sdlafco.org/Webpages/agency_maps_links.htm 

 




