PADRE DAM

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

DISTRICT BACKGROUND

The Padre Dam Municipal Water District (MWD)
provides water, wastewater, reclaimed water, and park
and recreation services within the City of Santee, a
portion of the City of El Cajon, and the surrounding
unincorporated communities of Lakeside, Crest, Har-
bison Canyon, Blossom Valley, and Alpine.

The predecessor to the Padre Dam MWD—the Rio

DISTRICT CHARACTERISTICS

Principal Act: Water Code § 71000 et seq.
Services: Water
Wastewater
Recycled water
Park and recreation
Facilities: Sycamore Canyon Reclamation Plant

Park and Recreation: Santee Lakes Recreational Area
Connections: 37,148 water meters
98,645 (2012 SANDAG)
72.67 sq. miles
Larger than District
December 2, 1985
September 11, 2006
August 6, 2007

Property tax, fees

Population:

District Area:
Sphere of Influence:
Sphere Adopted:
Sphere Updated:
Sphere Affirmed:
Revenue Sources:
Governance:

Board Meeting:

Elected 5-member Board of Directors
1st and 3rd Wednesday: 3:30 p.m.

was also transferred to the MWD.

The District is a member agency of the San Diego

County Water Authority (SDCWA) and imported

SDCWA water is the sole source of the MWD’s water

supply. Prior to 2006, the District served as wholesale

water supplier for the Lakeside and Riverview Water

Districts. The 2006 Upper San Diego River Reorganization:
(1) dissolved the Riverview WD; (2) trans-
ferred service responsibility to the Lakeside
WD; and (3) detached Lakeside WD territory
from the Padre Dam MWD. Lakeside WD
subsequently joined SDCWA and Padre Dam
MWD ceased its wholesale activity.

Padre Dam MWD has operated a wastewater
collection and treatment system since 1960.
The District is a member of the San Diego
Metropolitan Wastewater JPA (METRO)
and approximately 60 percent of district
wastewater is transferred to METRO for
treatment at the Pt. Loma facility. The re-
maining 40 percent is treated to tertiary levels
and discharged into the district-owned and
developed Santee Lakes. The Santee Lakes
recreational area offers camping, fishing,
and related recreational activities.

LAFCO approved a sphere-of-influence for
the Padre Dam MWD in 1985 that is larger
than the district boundary. Per the 2007

9300 Fanita Parkway sphere affirmation, a Special Study Area
Santee, CA 92071 was designated for 473 acres that includes
Contact: padredam.org the Sycuan Indian Tribe. This is also desig-
P.O. Box 719003 nated as a Special Study Area in the Otay
Santee, CA 92072-9003 Water District sphere. After the necessary
619/448-3111 planning approvals, the study areas will be
View Map: sdlafco.org/Webpages/agency maps links.htm — resolved.
San Diego MWD—was formed in 1955. In 1976 the
Santee County Water District was dissolved, service
responsibility transferred to the Rio San Diego MWD,
and Rio San Diego renamed Padre Dam MWD.
In 1985, the Crest Public Utility District was dissolved
and the District’s service responsibility transferred to
the Padre Dam MWD. In 1986, service responsibili-
ties for the dissolved Alpine Highlands Water District
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